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File No. 2010-07-UFC Resolution No. 007-10-UFC

[Interim Use of Unused Land.]

The Urban Forestry Council urges the Board of Supervisors and Mayor to support
activating unused and underused privately owned parcels of land for interim use.

WHEREAS, Disuse of lots, which in some cases may be temporary due to
suspended development plans, can over time create considerable amounts of blight and
attract crime; and,

WHEREAS, Property owners of disused land can be fined for blight; and,

WHEREAS, Many unused and underused parcels and lots currently exist in San
Francisco; and,

WHEREAS, These blighted parcels are significantly negatively affecting the
neighborhoods they exist in; and,

WHEREAS, Unused and underused parcels provide many opportunities for
starting and/or supporting urban greening projects, such as garden installations or
educational programming; and,

WHEREAS, Urban greening projects positively affect the environmental health of
the specific neighborhood they are located in as well as the City overall; and,

WHEREAS, Urban greening projects can beautify and increase the aesthetic
appeal of neighborhoods; and,

WHEREAS, Adverse community and private property owner impacts can be
mitigated through installing projects and programming on unused sites, even if these
projects are interim use only; and,

WHEREAS, The City has demonstrated success in activating privately owned
disused space through the Arts in Storefronts initiative, which places original art

installations in unused storefronts; now, therefore be it
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