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An important message from the City and County of San Francisco 
 
 
Attention Resident:  
 
In October of 2009 the Board of Supervisors approved San Francisco’s Mandatory Recycling and Composting 
Ordinance. The new law requires everyone in San Francisco to keep recyclables and compostables out 
of the trash.  
 
The Mandatory Recycling and Composting Ordinance requires that “All persons in San Francisco must 
separate their refuse into recyclables, compostables and trash” and “No person may mix recyclables, 
compostables or trash, or deposit refuse of one type in a collection container designated for another type of 
refuse.” 
 
Your building currently has blue bins for recyclables and black bins for trash that will go to landfill.  You will 
soon receive green bins for compostables, which includes food and yard waste.    
  
Below please note the items that belong in each bin. If you have questions please contact Recology, 
415.330.1300, or visit SFRecyles.org to find answers to your recycling questions.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
San Francisco Department of the Environment 
   
 
 
 
 


