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Resolution No. 001-02-COE 

Ocean Beach 

 

URGING THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE CITY AND 

COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO TO ADDRESS THE CHALLENGES OF OCEAN 

BEACH CONCERNING EROSION, NATURAL RESOURCES, RECREATION, 

RECYCLING AND AESTHETIC ISSUES. 

 

WHEREAS, Ocean Beach is the largest urban beach in Northern California, and 

 

WHEREAS, Ocean Beach, which is managed under the guidelines of the National Park 

Service as part of the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, is a significant recreational 

and natural resource for the citizens of San Francisco, and 

WHEREAS, Ocean Beach is an important tourist destination for people throughout the 

Bay Area, California and visitors from other States and Countries, and 

WHEREAS, Ocean Beach is home to various native plants and animals of the Bay Area 

whose survival depends upon a healthy ecosystem, and 

WHEREAS, individual, community, and civic stewardship of San Francisco’s Ocean 

Beach is essential to Ocean Beach’s attaining a state of environmental health and 

preservation, and 

WHEREAS, Mayor Willie L. Brown, Jr. appointed the Ocean Beach Task Force in 

January 2000 to address and preserve the environmental well-being of Ocean Beach, and 

WHEREAS, the Ocean Beach Task Force has been working over the last two years to 

identify challenges and present solutions for erosion, natural resource, recreation and 

aesthetic issues at Ocean Beach, and 

WHEREAS, erosion is a significant issue for the Ocean Beach Task Force and is most 

severe south of Sloat Boulevard where infrastructure has been placed within the zone of 

natural beach fluctuations, and 
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WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco adopted a 

resolution urging the Department of Public Works to take necessary measures to protect 

the public safety, health, welfare, and property of the citizens of San Francisco with 

regard to the dangerous condition created by erosion of protective sand dunes at Ocean 

Beach along the Great Highway
1
, and 

WHEREAS, accessibility to Ocean Beach is hindered because there is currently one 

disabled ramp, and 

WHEREAS, there are safety hazards and a large amount of trash and debris that result 

from bonfires, residual burning logs and nails, and 

WHEREAS, sand on the walkways and promenade can be an obstacle and potentially a 

safety hazard for walkers and bicyclists, and 

WHEREAS, sand has accumulated on the seawall from Balboa Street to Lincoln Avenue 

and the promenade from Noriega Street to Santiago Street, and 

WHEREAS, the Golden Gate National Recreation Area is currently proposing a change 

in garbage handling now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Commission on the Environment urges the Mayor and Board of 

Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco to request agencies responsible for 

Ocean Beach to develop a partnership program facilitated by the Department of the 

Environment that a) promotes respect and stewardship for Ocean Beach, and b) 

establishes and achieves the long term goal of improving and maintaining Ocean Beach, 

by addressing educational, environmental, and public relations components that include 

but are not limited to: 

                                                 
1
 City and County of San Francisco, Board of Supervisors, Resolution 698-99, File 991163, Resolution on 
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1)  Improving wildlife protection by 

a. Initiating a program that discusses protection for all species and includes a 

habitat restoration and conservation plan 

b. Maintaining support for current efforts and measures to protect wildlife at 

Ocean Beach, especially for the Snowy Plover and any endangered species 

2) Increasing recycling and reducing beach litter by 

a. Installing “PLEASE RECYCLE AND DO NOT LITTER” signs  

b. Providing more trash receptacles that promote recycling, while prohibiting 

scavengers and neighborhood dumping 

c. Increasing frequency of trash and recycling collection by the Department 

of Public Works along the Promenade and the multi-use pathways between 

Lincoln and Sloat Boulevard. 

d. Increasing enforcement from both the U.S. Park Police and San Francisco 

Police Department 

3) Providing better access to recreation areas by 

a. Creating a MUNI connection to the major recreation areas in the City 

b. Requiring the Department of Parking and Traffic to designate handicapped 

parking near the existing disabled access ramp  

c. Requiring the Department of Parking and Traffic to encourage the Golden 

Gate National Parks and City Officials to work together to improve the 

ability of disabled patrons to enjoy the beach. 

                                                                                                                                                 
Ocean Beach and Great Highway Emergency Authorization.  Jul. 30, 1999. 



  Resolution No. 001-02-COE 

  Ocean Beach  

  January 15, 2002 

Commission on the Environment 4 

d. Encouraging the Golden Gate National Parks to improve the condition of 

seawall steps along the O’Shaughnessy seawall. 

4) Reducing beach fires by 

a. Encouraging the Golden Gate National Parks to address the fire issue and 

create an effective system that reduces those impacts 

5) Installing additional public facilities by 

a. Improving and expanding restroom facilities in visitor friendly and open 

areas 

b. Adding emergency telephones at Ocean Beach because of active surf and 

expanding other telephone service 

6) Addressing windblown sand on the promenade and roadway by 

a. Creating a regular maintenance schedule from the Department of Public 

Works 

7) Removing eroded infrastructure by 

a.  Cleaning remaining hazards around Sloat Boulevard including underwater 

piers and rubble on the beach that has migrated from the cliff face 

8)  Developing a public relations campaign by 

a. Creating and implementing an outreach program that promotes the 

stewardship, preservation and restoration of Ocean Beach; and,  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission on the Environment urges the 

Mayor and the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco to support 

the Department of Public Works regarding: 
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1) Monitoring the beach and bluffs south of Sloat Blvd, including the area where 

sand was placed to sacrificially erode and nourish Ocean Beach 

2) Rerouting the southbound traffic from the Great Highway to Sloat, if necessary to 

protect public safety, and monitoring and studying the effects of such traffic 

changes to avoid unnecessary traffic impacts 

3)  Supporting the policy of not placing rock during an emergency in the winter of 

2002 

4) Preparing public notices and information announcements on issues and actions at 

Ocean Beach 

5) Continuing to seek input from the Ocean Beach Task Force as an important 

mechanism for community and user input, as well as input from individuals,  

regulatory agencies and technical experts, the Board of Supervisors and other 

groups regarding the short, intermediate and long term planning efforts at Ocean 

Beach 

6) Promoting the design and installation of a new Great Highway alignment South of 

Sloat Blvd to Highway 35 that reduces or eliminates the risk of road closure 

resulting from coastal erosion  

7) Evaluating less costly and temporary alternatives to sacrificial sand placement, 

such as infrastructure relocation and restoration of the beach, dunes and bluffs in 

natural, sustainable configurations with recreational, ecosystem and aesthetic 

benefits, with the Golden Gate National Recreation Area and Ocean Beach Task 

Force at the most critical locations 
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8)  Supporting long-term solutions through the planning partnership process 

managed by the Army Corps of Engineers consistent with the alternatives 

recommended by of the Ocean Beach Task Force
2
, with an emphasis on 

restoration of beaches, dunes and bluffs to the greatest extent practicable; and,  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission on the Environment urges the  

Mayor and the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco to commit 

to reviewing and adopting policies pertaining to Ocean Beach that: 

a. Are consistent with The Sustainability Plan for the City of San Francisco 

b. Are consistent with a holistic approach to natural resource management and 

habitat preservation; erosion control and resolution and restoration and 

revitalization of recreation and access 

c. Balance the interests of users with the need for regulation of beach use. 

 

 

 

I hereby certify that this resolution was adopted by the Commission on the Environment at its special 

 meeting 

on January 15, 2002. 

 

 

 

_________________________ 

Kristal Aliyas 

Commission Secretary 

 

VOTE: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Bingham, Evans, Hayes, Rodriguez, Shah and Werbe 

Noes:  

Absent: Commissioner Bradford-Bell 
 

                                                 
2
 Ocean Beach Task Force/Department of the Environment.  Letter addressed to Mayor Willie L. Brown.  

February 2, 2001. 


