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SAN FRANCISCO BIODIVERSITY GUIDELINES
Implementation Checklist

	As indicated on the landing page, the Biodiversity Guidelines are meant to support the City’s biodiversity goals and the conservation and restoration of San Francisco’s natural heritage, thereby responding to our unprecedented global biodiversity crisis. 

This implementation checklist is intended to streamline the process for implementing the Biodiversity Guidelines, to help project managers to evaluate biodiversity opportunities, as well as to verify and track the application of best practices. For additional context, see the “Guide to the Guidelines”, appended to the Biodiversity Guidelines.

	
1. Plants and Wildlife – For projects with landscaping


	Guidelines
	Implementation Verification

	
1.1

	Consult with local subject matter experts and/or a local ecologist with demonstrated experience in San Francisco ecology, wildlife, and native plants.
	A local expert can help you with Guidelines 1.2 - 1.5. Experts include, for example, ecologists or landscape architects with demonstrated local native plant knowledge, the Environment Department Biodiversity Coordinator, or Board Members of the local Chapter of the California Native Plant Society.
Name(s) of expert(s):
Expertise Verification:
Date(s) of Consultation:

	
1.2

	Maximize planting local San Francisco native plants that provide wildlife habitat, are climate appropriate, and suited to your project site conditions.
	Attach Plant List and planting plan.
Estimated Percentage Individuals Local Native =
Estimated Percentage Site Area Local Native =

	
1.3
	Source native plant species from local native plant nurseries to the greatest extent possible.
	Native Plant Nurseries are listed here and on the Plant Finder.
Using native plant nurseries could be specified in construction bid documents.
Name(s) of Native Plant Nurseries Used:


	
1.4
	
Support diverse pollinators by planting diverse flowering species that will bloom in all four seasons, and plant patches of the same two or three species.
	On the plant list, indicate blooming seasons of each flowering species.



	
1.5
	Design pests out of your landscapes to decrease your ongoing maintenance costs by using established pest prevention guidelines.

	Date(s) of Pest Prevention Guidelines Consultation:
Briefly list some design techniques used:







	
2. Community Benefits and Quality of Life


	Guidelines
	Implementation Verification

	2.1
	Evaluate the feasibility of installing lighting that protects resident and migratory wildlife and improves dark night skies. If feasible, consult best management practices (BMPs) for this action.
	Compliance with the Light Pollution Reduction requirements of CalGreen 5.106.8 is mandatory.

Date of evaluation:
List any parties consulted:
List BMPs employed or reason for not:

	
2.2
	Consult the Green Connections Plan for public realm design guidance and to see if your project is in one of the six focus neighborhoods. 
	Date(s) of consultation:
Briefly list some design techniques used if applicable:



	
2.3
	
If appropriate, install interpretive elements that inform and connect people to historical and current ecology and that do not visually clutter the landscape.
	Date of consideration:
List topics addressed in interpretation OR brief explanation of why not:




	
2.4
	
If urban agriculture is part of the project, plant “habitat hedgerows” of local native shrubs and perennials to encourage healthy populations of pollinating insects.
	Attach Plant List (if not already attached) OR indicate N/A
Estimated Percentage Individuals Local Native =
Estimated Percentage Site Area Local Native =




	
3. Compliance and Relationship with Existing Local Ordinances


	Guidelines
	Implementation Verification

	
3.1
	Determine if your project is required to comply with the Better Roof Ordinance  (BRO) and then consider installing a living roof, and then follow the planting guidelines in Section 1. If your project does not have to comply with the BRO, consider installing a living roof in any case, and then follow the planting guidelines in Section 1.
	The Environment Code Section 704(b)(1)(B) requires municipal projects to comply with the Better Roof Ordinance (), which allows substitution of a living roof for solar PV required by the California Energy Code.

First determine if the SMO applies (Section 3.2): 
Does SMO apply: ( Yes  /  No )
If the stormwater design includes green infrastructure, include the plant list, as per Section 1 above.

Is a living roof part of the proposed design (Section 3.1)?   ( Yes  /  No )
If a living roof is installed, the living roof must be included in the site plant list and planting plan (Section 1). See the San Francisco Living Roof Manual for advice and guidance.



	
3.2
	Determine if your project must comply with the Stormwater Management Ordinance (SMO)(for projects that create or replace an impervious surface ≥5,000 square feet follow the Large Project requirements; for a project 2,500-5,000 square feet in separate sewer areas follow the Small Project requirements), and then follow the planting guidelines in Section 1.
	

	
3.3
	Follow the City's Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program and identify and document invasive plants in and around the project site during the establishment phase.
	Date of review of the IPM Checklist (especially landscapes section): 
Attach a brief explanation to indicate how invasive plant identification and documentation will occur, and how invasive plants will be managed during the establishment phase.


	
3.4
	Determine if your project must comply with the Bird-Safe Building Ordinance (BSBO) and then consider installing the most bird-friendly alternatives for windows and glass. If your project does not have to comply with the BSBO, consider implementing those measures in any case.

	Does BSBO apply: ( Yes  /  No )
Date of BSBO compliance determination:
List design techniques employed:
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